
 

Y1 - What is life like at Raleigh?

Geography

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

Engage! *Tour of the school* - potentially not possible in current situation 

All About Us  
What does it mean to be a member of Raleigh? 
What are our values? 
What about a member of the class? What are our values? 
As a class, do we have any New Years Resolutions?  
What do we want to achieve?  

All About Me! 
Explain that we are all valued members of the class and of the school. 
In Art this half term, we will be looking at portraits of children so to 
begin this topic we are going to create self portraits and use them to 
create a greetings board for our class, which will show our pictures and 
our New Years resolutions. 
Show children the video at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3 
Provide them with different media/materials to complete their own self 
portraits 

Children create posters/pictures of the school and class values.  
All children choose a resolution for the new year. What do they 
want to achieve? 

Children use the video and the step by step sheets (attached) to 
draw their own self portraits.  
Children use mirrors to create a self portrait. Use this as an 
assessment for their artwork this half term and to see the progress 
they make. 
Use the self portraits to create a class greetings board with their 
artwork and new years resolutions. The portraits can then be 
updated at the end of the half term. 

To understand aerial 
perspective

Show children examples of aerial pictures vs front view. What is the 
difference? When might we use aerial views? When could this be more 
useful? 
Discuss what different things you can see from the aerial view and 
when they might be used. Explain to the children that today we are 
going to draw using this aerial perspective. 
Model choosing (secretly) an object in the room.On the board, draw 
this object from a birds-eye view. Can the children guess what you have 
drawn? Repeat for different objects before the children have a go. 

Children draw the different classroom objects/toys from the front 
and then from the top. 

Can their partner 
guess what their 
object is just from 
the aerial view drawing? 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/how-to-draw-a-portrait/zk28qp3


 

Geography

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To make simple maps *Optional additional activity* 
Show the children the powerpoint (attached). Now that we know why aerial perspective is 
used and how it can be useful, we are going to have a go at creating an aerial view of the whole 
classroom. Show children the equipment on the table (resources suggested attached) Which of 
these objects could represent an aspect or feature of the classroom? 
Model choosing an object to represent the table. Can I now choose something different to 
represent another table? Why not? Discuss the importance of one shape or object representing 
one feature, so that the map can be made.

*Optional additional activity* 
Children create a ‘messy map’ of the classroom, using 
equipment found in the classroom.  

What would be best to  
represent the tables?  
The chairs? 

To use basic features 
on a simple map

Review the messy maps - what did you find useful? Would this be a practical way to make all 
maps? Why not? 
Show children a map of the classroom (not labelled) on the board. What do you think this is? 
What is it showing? As a class, children work out what each shape and symbol is representing. 
Once they have worked out all of the features, ask them what would make the map easier to 
read? Show the children a key. 
What is a key? How does this help? 
Explain to the children that they are going to create their own maps of the classroom - they 
can use different shapes and symbols as long as they  show this on their key.

Children complete the plan of the classroom and add a key 
and colours to their map to distinguish between the objects. 

To use locational 
language 

Now that we have created our maps - we need to use them! How are amps helpful? When are 
they used? Do you need a map to get around the classroom? No? Why not? 
What about if something was hidden? 
Give the children a clue: The first letter is next to the window. How could you use your map 
to quickly find the first letter of the hunt? Explain that the letter will be on or in something 
that is next to the window, so they need to find the window on the map and then see what is 
next to it to help them find the letter. 
Hand out further clues - children use the clues and their maps to find the hidden letters which 
will spell out a mystery word

Treasure hunt! 
Using the maps created next week - children read/hear clues 
to help them find objects or a code 
Clues to include these words: 
• next to 
• far from 
• behind 
• under 
Ask children to record the letters they found in each place 
on the map. 

To use locational 
language 

To use simple maps

In this lesson, the children will be generating the clues. Children will be working in pairs. Give 
partner 1 a map with where the letters are hidden. Explain that partner 1 will need to guide 
partner 2 to the missing letter - but they are not allowed to say where it is directly. They must 
use the key words (See opposite) to give clues to their partner (e.g. it is under a chair next to 
the board) 
Model this with partners and then once children have found these letters change the map and 
the partners to find objects (alternatively this could be done in 2 sessions)

Children guide each other around the classroom to find the 
missing letters/objects. 
They must use these words in their clues: 
• next to 
• far from 
• behind 
• under



Geography

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To use simple 
observational skills 

What can we observe in our school? What do you already know 
about Raleigh? What does it look like? 
Explain that today we are going to be geographers taking part in 
fieldwork to look carefully at our school environment. 
What might we do on a fieldwork walk? (Make notes, discuss 
what we can see, take photos) 
Show children a simple aerial plan of the school. What buildings 
are there? What areas are there? What is to the north? The 
south? The west? The east? 
Explain that today we are going to walk around these areas and 
use our senses to make observations and record what we can 
see, hear, smell and touch on our walk.

Children take part in a senses walk around the school, 
completing this table (attached) as they go. Also encourage 
children to take photographs which could be useful when 
creating their maps 
in the next lessons.

To draw a simple picture 
map

Remind children of when we created maps of the classroom and 
explain that today we are going to do the same, but for the 
school. 
What key features of a map can you remember? What will we 
need to include? How will this map be different to our 
classroom map? 
Model drawing buildings and areas  
rather than objects, and choosing a  
suitable key to create the school area  
map (example attached) 

Children use the class model and the frame (below and attached) 
to create a simple picture map of the school with accompanying 
key. 

To use simple maps Now that we have created maps - how might this be useful to a 
visitor? What about if we wanted to send them on a tour? Or 
explain where a building was? 
Show children the compass and as a class, recite North, East, 
South and West. Give each children a compass print out to use 
in this lesson. Give children a clue/problem: 
North of the playground is _________________ 
Can children use the map and the compass point to tell me 
which area or building is north of the infant playground?

Using the school map - or a simple picture 
map such as this one, children use the 
clues to find places using compass points 

e.g. south of the canteen is ______ 
East of the junior playground is __________ 

Can children create their own clues for their partner to try?



To suggest ideas for 
improving the school 
environment 

Now that we have had a tour of the school, and created maps - 
what can we say is great about our school? Which areas of the 
school are your favourite? Why? Which areas are the most 
important? Why? 
What would you change if you were in charge? Which areas 
would you add? Which areas would you take away? Which areas 
would you make bigger? Which areas would you make smaller? 
Why? 
Use the children’s ideas to model making a map of a new and 
improved Raleigh school environment using the grids. Explain 
that the more squares that are coloured in, the bigger that area 
or building is.  

Hand out the grids (attached) to the children along with the 
buildings they can add. 
Children create school maps with suggested improvements. 
They must include: 
- Classrooms 
- Canteen 
- Playground 
- Garden area 

They must label  
their map 
and include a key.

Express! Raleigh Travel Agents 
Why is Raleigh a good school to be part of? 
What is good about the school environment? 
If you were trying to convince someone to visit Raleigh, what 
would you tell them about? What are the features that we found 
on our walks? 
What is good about our classroom? Why might someone enjoy 
being in this class? What resources do we have? What spaces do 
we have? 
How might you persuade someone to visit? 

Raleigh Travel Agents 
Children create posters/leaflets/TV adverts to persuade someone 
to visit or attend their school. 
Encourage them to use the maps, the key vocabulary (north, 
south, east, west) and the features that they found on their walk 
as part of their work.



Art

Learning Objective Teaching and Learning Outcome/s

To experiment with a 
range of media

See Engage See Engage - Children draw self portraits

To talk about the work 
of artists

Show children the slides (attached) about portraits. Why are they important? 
What can they tell us? 

Show suggested artworks from the Knowledge curriculum, but others may be 
useful to add: 
•William Hogarth, The Graham Children, 1742 (National Gallery, London) 
•Pieter Bruegel, Children’s Games, 1560 (Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna) 
•John Singer Sargent, Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose, 1885-6 (Tate Britain, London) 
•Gabriel Metsu, The Sick Child, 1660 (Rijskmuseum, Amsterdam)  

Model commenting on the picture - what does the artist want to tell us? 
What does the picture tell us? What can you tell me about the children? 
Which is your favourite picture? Why? 

Children make notes/verbalise what each picture can tell 
them about the children in the picture. 
Are they rich or poor? How are they posing? 
What can it tell us about children  
in the past? 
How is the  
child feeling  
in the picture? 

Children then choose their favourite to stick 
in their book and explain their choice.

To develop control over 
marks made 

To experiment with tone 

Show children the slides (attached) which shows them the different ways 
that artists create different effects: wavy lines, light and dark etc. 

Show children different types of line (see attached  
sheet) and model using different media to create  
different lines and tones. 

What effect have I made? Which part of a self  
portrait would it be useful to use this for? Why?

Children experiment with lines and tones using the 
opposite sheet. 

Children then complete the challenge cards below 
(attached) 
Again ask them to think about which part of a portrait this 
would be useful for. 



To understand how colours 
can link to feeling and 
mood 

Show children the slides (attached) on colour and mood. 
Which colours do you associate with happy? 
Which colours do you associate with sad? 
Which colours do you associate with angry? 
Which colours do you associate with excited? 
Can you explain your choices? 
Show children the pictures on the slides. What feelings do you think 
the artist wanted us to think? Why? 
Explain that in portraits we don’t always have to use accurate 
colours, we can use colours to represent ourselves

Children use a template to create a self portrait and then add 
colours to represent their personality or their thoughts and 
feelings today. Explain that they can use up to 3 colours but 
they must be able to explain each choice. 

If children will find this too much - provide 
them with templates of already drawn  
faces showing emotions (attached) 
Can they add colour to show the mood and 
emotion of the person in the picture? 

To explore the work of a 
range of artists

Show children portraits by Pablo Picasso (on attached Powerpoint) 
What do you notice about his work? 
What is different? 
Explain that Picasso’s work was abstract 
and that his pictures were not realistic. 
Explain that today, we are going to create 
a self-portrait in his style. 
Model choosing a feature from the choices 
on the sheet (attached) or drawing them, 
before cutting and sticking them onto the 
portrait template (opposite) Alternatively these could be cut out 
before the lesson. 

Children use the features (or draw their 
own) and add them to the template 
to create their own portrait in the  
style of Pablo Picasso. 

Challenge children to add 
abstract colours to their work, using  
their learning from last lesson. 

Express 
To experiment with a range 
of media

Explain to the children that today they are going to create their self 
portraits again - but this time using all of the learning from the unit. 
They have choice over their picture and can include: 
• Use of lines and tone 
• Colours to represent their personality 
• Abstract elements 
• Facial expressions 
Model creating the shape of the face and recap the key learning before 
children complete their self-portraits independently.

Final portraits 

Children use a range of media to complete 
their self-portraits.  

Ensure children look back at their initial 
work and evaluate how their work has 
changed and improved.  


